
“What are my rights 
if I am pulled over 
by the police whilst 

driving?!”



The police can pull you over for any reason so you 
should never refuse to pull over when asked or 
signalled to do so by a police officer. 

If you fail to pull over, you are breaking the law!

When you’ve been pulled over, the police can ask 
you for the following:

- driving licence
- insurance certificate
- MOT certificate



If you do not have the documents that have 
been requested, you have up to 7 days to find 
them and take them to the police station. If 
you are requested to do this and you fail to, 

you will be breaking the law!



So, you’ve pulled over... now what?

Well... the police may tell you the reason you’ve 
been pulled over and give you a warning or they can 
give you a fixed penalty notice or ask you to do a 
breathalyser test. The police can also decide to:

• take no action
• offer driver training
• charge you with an offence



What type of fixed penalty notice can you get?

The police can give you a ‘fixed penalty notice’ for 
offences such as:

• careless or inconsiderate driving
• using a mobile phone whilst driving
• not wearing a seat belt
• tailgating 

You can be fined up to £200 and get penalty points on 
your licence if you get a fixed penalty notice.



“Do I always have to do the breath test if asked to do 
so by a police officer?”

Yes!

The police can stop you at any time and ask you to 
take a breath test if they think you’ve been drinking, 
committed a traffic offence or been involved in a road 
traffic accident. 

If you refuse to take a breath test, or fail to supply 
a sample of breath and do not have a ‘reasonable 
excuse’, you can be arrested.



“The police have told me I need to fix a minor 
vehicle fault, do I really have to?!”

If your vehicle has something wrong with it (brake 
lights not working, front lights not working etc.) the 
police may give you a ‘vehicle defect rectification 
notice’.

If you receive this, you will need to get your vehicle 
fixed and provide proof that it’s been fixed and show 
this to the police. You usually have around 14 days to 
do this. 



“Can the police take my car away from me?!”

In certain circumstances, the police may be able 
to seize your vehicle. If this happens, you’ll have 
to pay a ‘release fee’ to get it back. The release fee 
is around £200 plus a daily storage fee of £20 for 

each day you leave it with the police. 



“Why can the police take my car?”

The police can seize your vehicle if they think it’s 
being used in a way that causes alarm, harassment or 
distress (e.g. careless or inconsiderate driving). 

The police can also seize your vehicle if they think it’s 
being driven by someone who doesn’t have a licence 
or insurance, you’ve been driving dangerously or 
illegally or the vehicle has been abandoned.  



Any questions?!
Comment below!
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